The Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Bavaria, our partner church,
organised a Luther Study Tour
from 11 June to 22 June this year
for members of the Lutheran
Church in Singapore. | had the
privilege of leading the team of 22
delegates. It was a God-given
opportunity to reflect on the life of
Martin Luther and his contribution
to the Reformation of the Church.

Martin Luther was born on 10
November 1483 in Eisleben in
Germany. He attended primary
school in Mansfeld. At the age of
14, he studied at the Cathedral
School at Magdeburg. A year later,
he studied in the Latin School at St
George’s Church in Eisenach
where he mastered the difficult
Latin language. He was in
Eisenach for three years. This was
his favorite place because of the
beauty of the river Elbe flowing
against the backdrop of the
majestic castle of Wartburg. As
part of the Study Tour, we visited
the house where Luther stayed in
Eisenach. We also visited
Wartburg Castle where Luther
translated the New Testament into
German from Greek in eleven
weeks. It was a remarkable feat.
This translation, Luther’s gift to his
beloved people, helped form a
common German language.
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In  May
1501,
Luther
was
enrolled
at the
Univer-
sity at
Erfurt. It
offered
the
highest
education
at that time and made other
universities in Germany seem like
elementary schools. Luther was
very grateful for this quality
education that he received. It was
useful for him in the interpretation of
the Word of God. In 1502, at the
age of 19, he received his
Bachelor’'s degree and in January
of 1505, he received his Master of
Art and was ranked second among
seventeen candidates. We stayed
in Erfurt for two days. We sang at
the Church where Luther was
ordained and found that the
acoustics were excellent for singing
and chanting. The city was having a
festival and we joined in the
celebrations. | witnessed for the first
time fireworks at midnight and at a
very close range.

Martin Luther, painting by
lLucas Cranach, 1529.

One sultry July afternoon in 1505,
as 21-year-old Luther was walking
back to Erfurt after a ten-day visit
parents,
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overwhelmed by childhood fears of which he sought turned out to be a wondered. The answer came like a

God and death. As a child, he
thought of God as stern and
remote and One who punished
wrongdoers. He knew that he done
many wrong things and needed
someone to help him escape hell
and reach heaven. Recently, there
had been a series of dark events in
his life. The Black Plague had
struck Erfurt. Shortly before the
plague, a close friend had died
from typhoid fever. Now, on his
way back to his Law studies, he felt
terrified as thoughts of God’s anger
and punishment coursed through
his mind. He was thinking of how
he could become holy and earn the
mercy of God, and how he could
get rid of his sins and have the
assurance of going to heaven.

Suddenly, Luther was interrupted
in his thoughts. There was a great
thunderstorm. A lightning bolt hit a
nearby tree and split it in half.
Terror filled Luther's eyes as he
sought shelter from the
thunderstorm. Another bolt
knocked him to the ground. He
thought it must be the bolt of wrath
from an angry God! Luther raised
his head from the mud and cried
out, “Saint Anne! Help me! If you
spare me, | promise | shall become
a godly monk!”

Luther did survive the storm. Back
in Erfurt, he kept his vow. Two
weeks after the storm, on 17 July
1505, he entered the monastery in
Erfurt, much to the disappointment
of his father. In the monastery, he
brooded over his past sins day and
night, and spent hours confessing
them to his superior. But in spite of
his determination to please God
with fastings, prayers and self-
torment, he did not find peace in
his heart. He had entered the

torment and a desperate struggle.
He had pursued the mystic path of
confession, devotion and prayer,
the intellectual path of reason, and
the practical discipline of good
works. Luther went through the
darkest agony of despair when he
found that the more diligently he
pursued the well-trodden path of
spiritual growth, the further God
seemed from him and even hostile
towards him.

In 1512, at the age of 28, he
obtained the Doctor of Theology
and was recalled to Wittenberg as
professor of biblical studies. The
visit to Wittenberg was a holy
moment for me because this was
the place where Luther learned
what the Gospel was. | was very
moved in my heart and thanked
God for his grace to Luther.

Even as a university professor,
Luther still struggled with the
fearsome God of his childhood.
Night after night, as Wittenberg
slept, he continued to sit at the
heavy wooden table in the tower of
the monastery. In front of him, the
light of the candle flickered across
the pages of a worn Bible. “God,
how can | know You?” he
whispered into the darkness. “How
can | love You?” Luthers eye
sought the candle, then fell on the
section in the Book of Psalms he
was preparing for the next
morning’s lecture. Suddenly, a
sentence jumped out at him, “My
God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?” Wasn't this the cry
of Christ on the cross? What could
this mean? Could it mean that
Jesus, the Son of God, had once
felt abandoned and forsaken by
God too? Had Jesus suffered
torment and abandonment? Was it

flash of light into Luther’s dark soul.
Jesus had taken upon himself the
sufferings of sinners. On the cross,
He had carried the sins of the
world, suffering its penalty which is
death. A heavy load fell from
Luther's mind. In an instant, the
burden of sin and condemnation
lifted. A smile crept over the
shadows of his face as he turned to
the words of St. Paul’s letter to the
Romans that had puzzled him for
so long. “The righteous shall live by
faith.” Those words had made him
tremble with fear in the past, for he
was far from righteous. Now, in the
light of the cross, Luther realised
that Jesus had suffered
punishment for his sins so that he
could receive the righteousness of
Jesus as a free gift. God had
declared him righteous and without
sin in Jesus. The Merciful God
justifies us by our faith in Jesus. To
trust God for this was to live by faith.

That night in 1518, in the
monastery tower in Wittenberg,
Luther felt at peace because he
knew that a God who gives his own
Son as a sacrifice for sin is not an
angry God but a loving God. This
was the Gospel he rediscovered.
God so loved him that He gave His
Son to save him from the wrath of
God against sin. He said that he felt
that he was altogether born again
and had entered paradise. Luther
learned through God’'s Word that
we are saved by Christ alone, by
grace alone and through faith
alone. He also learned that man is
powerless to justify himself, to
sanctify himself and powerless to
trust God by himself. At the heart of
Luther's theology was a total
dependence on the freedom of
God’s omnipotent grace rescuing
powerless man from the bondage

monastery to find peace with God because of sin? No. Jesus was of his will. For Luther, man’s
but the closer experience of God without sin. Why then? Luther (Continued on page 10)



Many of you may know that | have
a heart for China and I have always
hoped to reach out to its people.
During the recent summer break, |
was blessed with the opportunity to
go on a mission trip to mainland
China for two months. Altogether, |
visited four places within three
provinces, spending three weeks in
Kunming, five weeks in Enshi and
Wuhan, and lastly five days in
Zhengzhou. As a volunteer with a
non-governmental organisation, |
engaged in discipleship of two
young ladies from a minority group,
visited some poor mountainous
regions to give health talks, did
bible study with local staff and led
a group in a youth camp. In
retrospect, notwithstanding some
last-minute changes in my itinerary
due to the sensitive situation there,
| am truly thankful that God had
specially tailored the trip for me
and that He had protected and
guided me throughout.

| am grateful for your faithful
prayers and support for this trip.
God answers prayers and
sometimes, He does so beyond
our expectations. If | were to sum
up my trip, 1 would liken it to a
mirror — one that showed me how
much my country China needs
God’s transforming power, that
reflected God’s great love for me
and my country, and that caused
my eyes to see how much | need
God's love in order to love and to
serve my country.

While | have been to China many
times, this was the first time |
stayed with the local people for an

Grace in a rural area

extended period, visited different
cities and rural areas, and met and
befriended so many people from all
walks of life, both within and
outside the church. Many things
were new to me. The warm and
friendly villagers, the music of the
minority groups, all kinds of tasty
food, and beautiful scenery in the
rural areas added colour to my trip.

However, | experienced some
culture shocks, such as the high
crime rate, reckless drivers, poor
hygiene particularly in the rural
areas, and severe environmental
pollution. |1 encountered a most
remarkable scene when | was
traveling by boat on a river and the
boat came to a “garbage sea” (i.e.
a large section of the river entirely
clogged with garbage) which it took
more than half an hour to plough
through. | was very shocked to
learn that villagers have to pass
through the “garbage sea”
everyday, and also sad to see that
many continued to dump garbage
in the river without any regard for
the consequences.

Besides pollution, poor hygiene
was another big issue for me.
Occasionally, insects fell from the

ceiling onto my bed. | was infested
by lice and had a nasal allergic
reaction due to the dusty air.
People could be frequently seen
spitting and smoking. On top of
that, | could hardly bear the
condition of the toilets in the rural
areas. The toilets were mostly
located near the pigsties, and were
awfully dirty and smelly. Some of
them had no doors and there were
dogs roaming in the vicinity. To
make things worse, | suffered from
constipation at one time. You
cannot imagine how sorely |
missed my toilet at home, as never
before.

As such, | experienced feelings of
denial and anger at some point. But
gradually, when | was willing to
bear and overcome my suffering, |
learnt to accept and understand the
people there. Such were their living
conditions all this while, so they
never saw any problems with it. As
| identify with the people’s
backgrounds and circumstances, |
feel that my love for them has
become more real and deep. And it
was through such trials that |
started to grasp the meaning of the
incarnation of Christ (that is, the
Word made flesh).

Mainland China may be associated
with many unpleasant things, for
instance, security is poor, little
value is placed on human life, and
many people have old-fashioned or
closed mindsets and adhere to a
very traditional culture. It may not
be a comfortable place to live in.

However, the fact remains that it is
(Continued on page 10)
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The Journey was held on 8
September 2007 and it was well
received among all the Lutheran
Churches in Singapore. LCOR was
blessed to be able to host the
event. Created by Wycliffe Bible
Translators, the Journey is a
simulation of the processes that
would-be missionaries have to go
through to become full-fledged
missionaries. The simulation was
true-to-life as we participants had
to fill in many forms that were
subjected to scrutiny, deal with the
issue of bribery, trust God in
difficult situations, work in teams
and grapple with a shortage of
funds. It helped that all the
materials were beautifully done up,
with the money that we received
looking genuine (they were pretty
cute, with many details and the
faces of famous missionaries
printed on them), and the passport
and visa stamp looking incredibly
authentic as well. Let me take you
through each step so that you will
not miss out on the experience of
the Journey.

Pre-Journey: Registration

The response to the Journey was
so overwhelming that two sessions
were added on top of the three
sessions that were originally
planned. One cohort of “aspiring
missionaries” started on the
Journey every half an hour
between 10.30am and 12.30pm.
Each group had a team leader who
would keep track of the people in
his/her group, bargain for plane
tickets, etc. Jasmine Zheng was
the leader of my group, which

comprised a mix of LCOR and
Queenstown youths.

Steps 1-3: Comfort Zone,

Receiving God’s Call and

Committing to the Home Church
We played games in the church
foyer, which had been transformed
into a cozy room with sofa sets and
cushions. This was our comfort
zone that we were reluctant to
leave when called to missions.

What is it about men and TV?

After being called, we watched a
slideshow of pictures that showed
how much the world needs Jesus.
People in poverty, those amidst the
carnage of war-torn areas,
Muslims, Buddhist monks,
children, and teenage punks — they
all need Jesus. Although to some it
was just a game, | believe that
many of us made the commitment,
in one way or another, to support
missionaries or perhaps to even
become missionaries ourselves.
Finally, we had to speak to our
pastors and missionaries from
Wycliffe in the home church (i.e.
our local church) about our calling.
The missionary assigned to our
group encouraged us to participate
in short-term missions so as to

learn more about the work of
missionaries, and to help those in
need.

Steps 4-5: Application to a Mission
Agency and Passport Application
Did you know that as a missionary,
you could apply to a mission
agency? We found out that a
mission agency acts as a
middleman between the home
church and the missionary. For
example, it could regulate the
schedule of the missionary. If it felt
that the missionary was receiving
too many guests from the home
church, it would advise the latter
not to visit for a while so that the
missionary would have time and
energy to perform his/her
missionary duties instead of
constantly playing host. Also, the
mission agency might advise the
home church to send a team of
short-term workers to recharge and
help the missionary in his/her
duties. The mission agency has
experience on the mission field and
would be in a good position to
advise and encourage the church
and the missionary.

After applying to the mission
agency, we filled up a form to
obtain passports to Kainantu,
which  was the land we
missionaries were headed for.
Some, especially teachers and
managers, received letters of
recommendation from the High
Commissioner of Kainantu to work
there, as Kainantu was short of
talent in these fields.

Steps 6-8: Bible College, Language
Learning and Cultural Training

Like real missionaries who undergo
rigorous training, we too had to
attend lessons which would equip
us for our stint in Kainantu. As we
had to pay for those lessons, the




team ran into financial difficulties
and we discovered that the
process to become missionaries is
not all smooth-sailing. Earlier on,
we had each received some
money from our home church.
Everyone in the team had different
amounts of money but when we
pooled our resources together, we
realised that we did not have
enough to cover all our lessons. In
despair, Jasmine and | prayed to
God to answer our prayers and
send us more money. (Yes, we
actually prayed because our home
church could not come up with the
money fast enough while lessons
had already started.) Our prayers
were answered and we could send
everyone for the  courses.
However, we learnt afterwards that
we could have bargained with the
course administrators, as we were
being supported by our home
church and did not have resources
of our own. There are, therefore,
many strategies to surmount
financial obstacles as long as we
trust in God’s provision.

At the Bible College, we were
immediately given a test on our
Bible knowledge, which made us
feel inadequate as missionaries.
Thankfully, we were later taught
verses in the Bible that would help
us in preaching salvation. We
learnt the components of language

| ord, please give me the answers to
this test!

such as phonology and syntax, and
how to acquire a language, at the
Language Learning class. It was
important to be humble, to ask
guestions and to learn from
mistakes, especially out in the
mission field where our actions
would speak louder than words
alone.

Steps 9-10: Pick Up Passport and

the altar and Rev Nick blessed
every single one of us who was to
be sent out. It was awesome
because | believe that through this
simulation, some may be called to
become missionaries one day, and
this commissioning may even
foreshadow that day in the future.

Step 12-15: Farewell Meal, Travel
Agency, Travel, and Immigration

Obtain Visa

EStern ladies who won't give you a visa
i

These were the two hardest steps
as we were so close to entering
Kainantu, yet so far. Alas, we were
fined $50 each for handing up our
forms individually instead of doing
S0 as a group. However, we had no
idea that the worst was yet to
come. When we entered the room
where we were to obtain our visa,
each of us was interrogated on our
motives for visiting Kainantu, it
being a place closed to religion.
The visas cost between $15 and
$20. Some in the group were

initially  rejected for various
reasons, for instance, their
recommendation letters did not

appear genuine or the officials
distrusted them. Eventually, they
had to pay up to $100 to obtain
their visas.

Step 11: Report to Home Church

and Customs

Our farewell meal was actually our
lunch. Following that, we rushed off
to bargain with the travel agency on
the price of the plane tickets to
Kainantu. We were happy that we
managed to shave $300 off the
ticket price. Some Bedok and
LCOR volunteers then led us
blindfolded from the ground floor
sanctuary to the airplane (which
was really a bus). It was a pretty
convincing flight because the bus
was probably moving at 20km/hr
and it jerked all the time as if we
were encountering air turbulence.

On board the new Airbus A380

Being blindfolded and having to
trust the directions of others
brought to mind how real
missionaries have to trust God to
lead them through difficulties and to
guide them in their decisions.

At Customs, we were shocked to
find that all our bags would be

For me, this was the most exciting searched and all religious items
part. Rev Nick commissioned us confiscated. We started feeling
and Suren led worship. We knelt at nervous about the Bibles we had



brought. Most of us had our Bibles fried crickets and worms flown in conducted

seized by the three burly Customs

the day before and most

the debriefing
encouraged us to learn more about

officers (who were actually Bedok participants got to sample these missions and how we could support

volunteers). In fact, they also took
items that they fancied, such as
water bottles, sweets and picture
cards. It was amusing but at the
same time scary, when some had
to bribe the officers to release their
friends who had been framed for
trafficking drugs (in the form of
Mentos sweets). The drugs had
been planted by the officers
themselves in the bags of the
unsuspecting. It brought home the
fact that many missionaries faced
persecution under laws prohibiting
religious items and evangelism,
and yet, they continued spreading
God’s love by the grace of God and
the courage given them. What we
experienced was only a small taste
of what they went through.

i\NeIcome to Club Kainantu,
we are the bouncers

Step 16: Kainantu!

We finally entered Kainantu, which
was actually the hall on the second
level of Green Pastures. Kainantu
turned out to be a multi-racial land
like Singapore, and it was
decorated with brightly coloured
cloths in ethnic designs. There
were many people groups there,
e.g. Japanese, Thai, Myanmarese,
Nigerian, Indian, Indonesian and
Mongolian. Everything was well
thought out; the Thais even had

delicacies.

Talking to some Kainantu natives

Over here, we had to learn the
language of a people group as well
as try to share the Gospel with
them. It was really hard to
converse and we had to constantly
gesticulate and point. We had an
inkling of how bewildered and lost
missionaries might feel when they
enter and live in a foreign land for
the first time. But thankfully, the
natives in Kainantu were very
friendly and repeated themselves
till we understood them. | can now
say “ohshay” (thank you) and
“ordabo” (goodbye) to Tayo as |
had to learn a bit of the Nigerian
language.

Step 17-18: Debriefing and The

Next Step
At the debriefing, we shared what

we had learnt from the Journey.
Chiefly, the Journey had opened
our eyes to the hardships
missionaries face. Some examples
are financial problems, acquiring a
new language and sharing the
Gospel despite persecutions and
laws prohibiting evangelism. We
learnt that the journey of missions
would require much prayer, faith in
God, and God's guidance
especially in times of adversity.
The missionary from Wycliffe who

mission work even if we were not
called to go. We were also left with
thought  provoking  questions
concerning what had happened
during the simulation, such as
whether we should have given the
bribes to release our friends who
were falsely accused. If we paid up,
it might show that we were not
looking to God for help. Besides
contributing to a corrupt system,
the bribes might be taken as an
admission that our friends were
guilty. In addition, was it better to lie
to get through Customs, or to be
truthful and thus risk being turned
away? Could we trust God to make
a way for us without lying?

The Journey would not be as
valuable without a chance to put
what we learnt into practice. In the
foyer, there were missionaries and
pastors around as well as displays
of pictures and information relating
to mission work, so that we could
ask about missions and get
involved!

All'in all, | felt that the Journey was
the best mission event ever! It was
so authentic, with the scares and
obstacles built in. But most of all, it
helped us relate to the missionaries
our church supports. We could now
better understand their work and
the trials they have to endure. Also,
the Journey spurred us to reflect on
our faith and on the needs of
others. All Christians are called to
make disciples of all nations and
we can do it, whether by supporting
missions through prayer or giving,
participating in short-term mission
trips or becoming a missionary.
God'’s grace is sufficient for us, and
nothing is impossible with God!
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Sunday service at church is alw;
such a great blessing. It is really
honour and privilege to be able
worship You in Your house, and
spend an hour enjoying Your prese
‘Dear God, what should | do? Sure@nd listening to what You have to
has encouraged the congregation g Us. This Sunday was even n
invite at least one person each wecial as | was able to share it wit
Seeker Service. It's been a while sirfdese friend!
| invited someone to church.

Sharing by lead organiser Wong
Suren:

Church is never the same on
Seeker Service day. Seeker
Service is a great time to invite your
friends as it is conducted in a way.
that is non-threatening, relaxed and
jargon-free. Everything is meant to
be simple and succinct!
Sometimes, newcomers attending
a church service can get lost in the
different segments of the service.

Seeker Service is what it

Wwith

It's so easy to divide the people in my

‘Feilo-ship”

says it is: meant for

visitors_ i seekers, that is, people

life into separate compartments —
family, friends, colleagues and chur
members. | see my family at home, my
friends at the mall, my colleagues
the office and church members at cell
group or church service. The days of
the week also reflect this division.
Mondays to Fridays are for colleagues
(during office hours) and family (after
office hours), Saturdays are for friendsadmit that | was hesitant abc
and Sundays are for church membelRviting my friends and colleagues
Seeker Service, as | wondered hov
My friends and my colleagues knd@vitation — would  impact
that | don’t hang out or work ofielationships with them. | was a
Sunday mornings because I'm @scouraged when several peg
church, but if church is really the motitrned down the invite, and | hoy
important part of my life as it shoulhat they didn’t think | was trying
be, why haven't | attempted to includgell” them something.
them in it? Is this what You want,
God? Somehow | don't think so.  Thank You for reminding me that
worries are inconsequential compa
Lord God, please remove the apaﬂr@the humiliation and rejection tt
that has taken root in my hearY.ou faced onthe cross. Lord God,
Instead, give me a heart of love for raljeady eagerly waiting for the n
friends and colleagues who are sSeeker Service, and am dilige
lost. Give them the opportunity to bakkeping a list of people | plan
in Your presence and to learn molviting. Meanwhile, may the seed

about You at Seeker Service. has been sown in my friend’s he
grow (she commented that the ser

was very apt as she had been thin
about family issues), and help
invite friends and colleagues to chu
even on regular Sundays!

Amen”

‘Dear God, thank You for such [
wonderful Sunday! Thank You that my

who do not know God
yet but are open to the
gospel and looking to
find Him. God says in his
Word that if we seek Him
with all our heart, He will
be found by us. We pray
that through the Seeker
Service, we will be able
to help seekers in their search.

Another amazing aspect of
preparing for Seeker Service is that
everyone contributes in a way that
really reflects the full potential of the
body of Christ. Doing church as a
team is the way we do it! |
personally was utterly amazed at
the dedication of the drama
members, the YWOGers (and their
parents) who cooked lunch, ushers,
and all the
rest of the
crew!

FBoy-boy, i
stop playing
iNintendo i
and listen to i
1
1

.....................



(Continued from page 2)

bondage to sin and his moral
inability to believe or to make
himself right with God was the root
issue of the Reformation. To God
belongs all the freedom, power and
glory, and to man belongs all
powerlessness and dependency.
Luther was to say to his students
towards the end of his life, “I have
simply taught you Christ, purely,
simply and without adulteration.

Luther brought to the forefront the
work of Christ in our salvation.

At 3am on 18 February 1546,
Luther died. His last recorded
words were, “We are beggars. This
is true.” God is free, utterly free in
his grace. And we are beggars.
That is how we live so that God
gets all the glory and we get all the
grace. We could not sum up
Luther’s lifework in words better

preached and wrote God'’s word. |
did nothing. The Word did it all.” We
visited the places where he was
born, where he died and where he
preached his last sermon. We give
thanks to God for his servant,
Martin Luther, who rediscovered
the gospel of Jesus Christ wherein
we are saved. May you grow in
understanding of this wonderful
Gospel and proclaim it to the ends
of the earth. Amen.

(Continued from page 2)
a place where people are most in
need of God’s love.

| was reminded of the saying that a
mother is most concerned about
the child who is sick. God loves
China and He is already working
his wonders in this vast land. | was
touched to see that He has raised
up many devout Christians among
the younger generation, especially
within the universities. They are
eager to spread the good news
within the universities and beyond
through community service. Some
of them had known Christ for just
two or three years, but their hunger
for God’s word and eagerness to
share Christ put me to shame. |
recall that a group leader at the
youth camp, a university student,
was very disappointed to hear that
we were not allowed to share the
gospel during the camp due to the
sensitive situation, because he had
paid $100 to join the camp to do
just that. Another young Christian

than his own, “l simply taught,
mourned and prayed for the
orphaned children and AIDS

situation in rural areas, and shared
their desperate needs with other
staff. On the surface, there appear
to be many obstacles and adverse
circumstances, but | can feel that
God is raising up His faithful army
in China to march against the
darkness, bringing His light and
hope to His many other children. At
the same time, God has been
waiting for other workers to come
and join in His work in this place, to
bear the people’s suffering and to
testify about Him. | felt very
blessed that | was able to witness
and experience God’s love in this
country where there seems to be
no God.

It was really by His grace that |
completed the two-month-long trip.
In sharing the suffering of Christ, |
have grown and experienced His
joy. I am really thankful that in all
the tough situations | faced, God
helped me to see from His eyes

instead of mine, and humbled me to
share the burdens and spiritual
challenges in China. And very,
often, God put me in those
situations to teach me to depend on
Him. | realised that | need to learn
to accept and acknowledge my
limitations. As | yearned for Him, |
experienced His transforming
power in my life, which opens my,
heart to understand, identify with
and love those who are very
different from me, and to serve out
of my limitations. Ultimately, |
believe it is not | who love China,
but it is Christ living in me who
loves China very much. And this is
my prayer — that we will all abide in
Christ and allow Him to do His
works through us wherever we are,
as we proclaim His Kingdom on
earth in all countries and to all
peoples.

Grace, formerly from the second service,
is pursuing a three-year Master of Divinity|
degree at the China Graduate School of
Theology in Hong Kong. LCOR supports
her studies with a monthly gift of S$500.
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In Mark 10:13 — 16, the people
brought little children to Jesus and
He took the children in His arms
and blessed them. It can be

inferred that the “little children”
probably included infants since
Jesus could hold them in His arms.
Thus, we Lutherans do not reject

infant baptism but believe that
even the littlest of children are
called to Jesus. This is where the
Confirmation Class comes in.
Confirmation Class allows those
who were baptized as infants or
young children to publicly declare

their faith and to show that they
(Continued on page 11)




(Continued from page 10)
have chosen to follow Jesus when
they enter adolescence.

There are six of us in the
Confirmation Class which is taught
by Rev Jimmy Khoo. The six are
Grace, Charlene, Zekiel, Marven,
Irin and Patricia. Most of us joined
the class when we enrolled in
Secondary One. We would each
need to attend the class for about
a year before we can get
confirmed.

We have been going through a
textbook “Growing As God’s
People”, which is based on

Luther's Small Catechism. Since
we are Lutherans, the class
teaches us the doctrines that our
denomination is based on and it
also grounds our faith in God’s
Word. There are six units in the
textbook, namely the Apostle’s
Creed, the Ten Commandments,
the Lord’s Prayer, Holy Baptism,
Holy Communion and the Church
in Action. We are currently doing
an in-depth study of the Ten
Commandments. The class is not
easy because we are required to
do our “homework”, take sermon
notes and even study for tests at
the end of every unit. Thus, we

need to be conscientious and
motivated to learn.

Here are some thoughts from us -
Zekiel: “l enjoy doing the homework
for the lessons ahead.”

Marven: “The class is very
interesting and | have learnt so
much more about my

denomination.”
Grace: “I enjoy the company. The
small group setting allows us to
interact better.”

We hope that other preteens and
teenagers would also take up the
Confirmation Class and reaffirm
their faith!

3

This is to update you on the answer
to our prayers for God's guidance
regarding Anna's education here in
Hong Kong (HK).

We tried every international school
in HK and met sometimes with
compassion and understanding,
but always with ultimate
refusal. Rose managed to find
a nursery school that had a class
for some special needs children
and it agreed to let Anna spend
some time in the class with the
regular nursery students for the
last half year, but frankly the
exposure to children far below her
chronological age was not doing
Anna much good.

We did not know where to turn and
finally continued our earnest
prayers that God would show us
His Way and work on the hearts
and minds of the administrators at
the schools with whom we needed
to talk.

We decided to try one

more time with the

Singapore International

School (SIS) here in HK.

The principal said no

again, but we asked for a
meeting anyway. We pushed pretty
hard and talked about the good
things happening in Singapore with
the government encouraging
mainstream schools to include
more special needs students. We
even played the card of suggesting
what a public relations coup it
would be to have a special on
Channel News Asia six months
from now on "How Singapore again
shows HK the way, this time in
HK", where SIS provides an
example to all international schools
in HK on how a pilot program can
work to include successfully a child
with  Down’s Syndrome in a
Primary 1 class.

Whatever it was — God working on
those hearts and minds or the
political appeals — God provided
the answer with a Primary 1
teacher from the UK who never
had a child with special needs in
her class before, but was willing to
give it a try, a school principal who

agreed to hire a special needs
resource teacher to provide some
extra support for various children
and a willingness to allow us to
provide a classroom aide to be in
the classroom for at least part of the
day for some additional support.

Tomorrow will be Anna’s first day in
Primary 1 at SIS, along with her
new classmates! Her school bus

conveniently passes by our
place as the last stop before
heading to the school, and

conversely ours will be the first stop
on the way home from school.

We thank our great God for
providing this answer to our prayer,
when we could think of nowhere
else to turn. Of course there will be
some bumps along the way as we
all try to figure out how to have this
work best for Anna's educational
benefit, but we are confident that
we can overcome them. Thank you
all for your prayer support.

26 August 2007

David Dickhudt is a LCOR member from
the first service. He has been with us for
about 7-8 years and he has a child with
Down’s Syndrome, Anna.
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Church Council Members

Chairman: Mr. Soon Hock Bee
V-Chairman:  Mr. Chong Chee Meng
Secretary: Ms. Joan Lee

Asst Secretary: Mr. Edwin Tay
Treasurer: Mr. Yap Wai Meng
Members: Rev. Nick Singh

Rev. Jimmy Khoo
Rev. Lu Guan Hoe
Ps. Eric Chan

Mdm. Lee Jean Chew
Mdm. Martha Lu
Mdm. Agnes Loo
Mdm. Koh Shaw Keng
Mr. Oliver Chew

Mr. Stephen Lau

Mr. Goh Wooi Boon
Mr. Edwin Raj

Sunday Worship Services

8:00 am Tamil Service
9:00 am Liturgical English Service

10:30 am Chinese Service

11:00 am Contemporary English Service

2:30 pm Hokkien/Cantonese Service
(3rd Saturday of the month)

Christian Education Sessions

10-11 am Confirmation Class

Baptism classes conducted on an ad-hoc

basis. Check with pastors for details.




