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Jesus knew that His time with the 
disciples would not be for long. 
Hence, He told the disciples in 
John 13:34-35, “A new command I 
give you: Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must love 
one another. By this all men will 
know that you are my disciples, if 
you love one another.”

Why did Jesus give this 
command? It was because he saw 
that love between disciples is of 
utmost importance. He ordered 
His disciples to love each other, 
because He had loved them first, 
and wanted them to be exemplary 
in love. That is why Jesus 
exhorted them to “love each other 
as I have loved you” (John 15:12).

The apostle John was the one 
among all disciples who 
comprehended the love of the 
Lord most. He emphasized in his 
letters the same command for 
disciples to love one another (1 
John 4:7, 11). There is a reason 
why this exhortation appears 
thrice in the Scriptures. The Holy 
Spirit deliberately repeats a 
command to highlight two 
important points: that this 
command is very important, and 
that there is urgency in the Lord’s 
command.

It was said that John was relatively 
immobile in his older years, and 

would require others to help him to 
walk to the pulpit to deliver his 
sermon. He once stood at the pulpit 
for a while, with the congregation 
waiting to hear what he was going 
to say. His first words were, 
“Brethren, you must love each 
other”, after which he sat down 
immediately. The congregation 
thought that John was feeling 
unwell, and hence could not 
continue his sermon. When he 
stood up again for the second time, 
the congregation prepared 
themselves for the sermon proper. 
Instead, John said, “Brethren, you 
must love each other”, and sat 
down again. He did the same for the 
third time. It was then that the 
congregation understood John’s 
intention, and the importance of 
love. Actually, loving each other is 
the greatest and most beautiful 
sermon. It is important to fulfill this 
in real life. Loving each other 
speaks louder than words.

John could not speak fluently to the 
congregation in his old age. But 
there is one issue he felt compelled 
to tell them, and that is the message 
of loving each other. As a faithful 
servant of Christ, John felt that this 
is what the Church needs to hear. 
Otherwise the Church would not 
receive blessings from the Lord.

To love each other is then what a 
disciple of Christ should do, as a 

Many thanks to those who have 
contributed articles, photographs 
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Yap, Jonathan Soon, Colin Yeo, Wong 
Leong Jeam, Sophia Liu, Rev Nick 
Singh and Mok Swee Kin
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form of witness. Jesus said, “By 
this all men will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one 
another.” Loving each other is the 
mark of a Christian. If we are able 
to do this as a corporate body, the 
world will be able to see and 
recognize us as followers of Jesus. 
In this way, people will notice that 
even though we are strangers from 
different places, we are able to 
come together regardless of age 
and ethnicity to love one another, 
to the extent of sacrificing for one 
another. The world will notice 
because of the love that Jesus 
commands us to have. They will 
ask more of the Christian faith, and 
become a follower of Christ. We 
also see in Paul’s letter to the 
Thessalonians the same message. 
The Thessalonians had become 
imitators of the apostles and Jesus. 
Paul praised them for their faith 
and love that existed even in times 
of crisis. Paul also praised them for 

being a role model for the believers 
in Macedonia and Achaia. It was 
indeed rare to have such churches 
then, and even today, that are 
effective witnesses for Christ. The 
reason why the Thessalonian 
church was an imitator of Christ 
was because they had a unique 
strength built on a foundation – 
love. As Paul wrote, “Now about 
brotherly love we do not need to 
write to you, for you yourselves 
have been taught by God to love 
each other” (1 Thessalonians 4:9).

We also see in Paul’s letter another 
church that is divided and weak, 
with internal turmoil happening. 
This was the Corinthian church. 
Why was this church weak and 
divided? Why did the believers 
claim to follow Apollos, or Paul, or 
Cephas, or Jesus etc.? There is 
only one reason, and that is, love 
did not exist between the believers. 
In 2 Corinthians 6:12, Paul pointed 

out, “we are not withholding our 
affection from you, but you are 
withholding yours from us”.

Apostle Paul also reminded us in 
Galatians 5:13-15, “You, my 
brothers, were called to be free. But 
do not use your freedom to indulge 
the sinful nature; rather, serve one 
another in love. The entire law is 
summed up in a single command: 
‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
If you keep on biting and devouring 
each other, watch out or you will be 
destroyed by each other.’

Hence, for a church to be filled with 
grace and faith, and to prosper and 
be filled with the joy of the Lord, we 
have to love one another.

There is a beautiful story behind 
the origins of the Temple in 
Jerusalem. The Temple was built 

(continued on page 15) 
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   Collection (S$)  Ministry disbursed to (S$)
  
 March  4,188   500 - Kurt and Sally
      1,500 - Myanmar
      3,000 - Nias  
     
 April  5,450   500 - Kurt and Sally
      2,922 - Myanmar
      8,198 - Nias
      1,550 - Dream Centre, USA
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When I was in Primary 6, and that 
was in 1997, my mother started to 
sponsor Juliwati Zandroto from 
Tomorrow’s Hope orphanage in 
Nias, which was set up by Pastor 
Michael Christian. What was 
interesting to me then was that we 
are the same age. I remember 
choosing little gifts for her when her 
birthday arrived and that made me 
feel like I had a sister somewhere. 

In 2005, Juliwati left Tomorrow’s 
Hope and found a job at a Christian 
orphanage in Batam. Still, she kept 
in contact with us through email, 
updating us about her life in Batam. 
In December 2006, she extended 
an invitation to us to visit Batam 
and see her work at the 
orphanage. My mother and I took 
up her offer and, together with 
Uncle Thomas Chua from the 
liturgical service who could act as 
an interpreter, we paid her a visit. 

A few things made the trip amazing 
and worthwhile. Firstly, Batam is 
near Singapore so the trip was 
quick and affordable for us. Nias is 
much further and we never thought 
we would get a chance to visit her. 
Thus, I was really excited to see 
her! Secondly, her work at the 
orphanage really showed how 
growing up in Tomorrow’s Hope 
had nurtured her and brought her 
to Christ. So much so that she is 
now a big sister to another bunch 
of kids and being a role model for 
Christ by taking care of them, 
worshipping and praying with 
them. Thirdly, she was so 
exhilarated to see us! She was 
unreserved with her affection and 
gave us such a warm welcome that 

we felt like 
celebrities. 
However, all too 
soon, the day was 
over and we had to 
leave Batam. 

The opportunity to 
see her again came 
sooner than 
expected. She came 
to Singapore in 
March and stayed 
with us for a week. I 
was quite excited because now I 
could share my life with her too and 
show her around Singapore, as 
she did when I went to Batam. The 
week she was here, I really felt that 
I had a sister. Although we didn’t 
speak the same language (she 
could speak some English, while I 
cannot speak Indonesian and often 
we had to refer to our dictionaries), 
but we still spent time together and 
had fun! We went to the zoo and 
did a bit of shopping together. She 
enjoyed her time in Singapore 
even more because a few of our 
church members like Chee Peng, 
who had helped out in Nias, came 
to visit her. “Ibus” Jessica and 
Sintha took her out and she even 
stayed a night with the Kumars. 
The week passed quickly and soon 
she had to leave for Batam. She is 
now back in Nias working in 
another orphanage, and will be 
there for another 6 months before 
returning to Batam. 

By sponsoring a child, you can 
really impact his or her life. In fact, 
your life may be changed too when 
you see how that monthly gift has 
transformed and nurtured the child 

through his or her childhood and 
adolescence. It is an investment in 
a life, and that investment that does 
not only stop when the child grows 
up because he or she may go on to 
influence the lives of others and 
may even bring people into the 
kingdom of God. I am glad to see 
how God is using Juliwati and it is 
amazing how a small monthly sum 
can go a long way in impacting 
someone’s life. Knowing her has 
opened my eyes to how God can 
work in us. I do miss her and I pray 
that she will continue to see God 
and serve Him.

Under Tomorrow’s Hope’s Sponsor-a-
Child programme, you have the 
opportunity to contribute S$45 per month 
towards a child’s education, food and 
living expenses. You could also help 
nurture him/her in Christian discipleship 
through correspondences and even visits 
to the orphanage. For additional 
information, please email 
tomorrows.hope@pacific.net.sg or 
approach Yap Wai Meng/Irene Lee from 
the contemporary service.
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Eunice and Juliwati at the zoo



“Kairos? What’s that?” I remember 
asking my friend who was egging 
me to accompany her to attend the 
eight-week course. Being quite 
clueless herself, she nevertheless 
replied that it was a course whose 
aim was to help its participants 
identify and know more about their 
‘true mission(s)’ in life. Thus, both 
of us gamely signed up for it with 
the notion that we would have a 
clearer picture of the particular 
‘ministry’ that God would want us to 
serve in. Little did we realize what 
we were getting ourselves into...

Shortly into the first session, it 
dawned on me that while the 
‘mission’ that Kairos was exploring 
was indeed a ‘ministry’, it, 
however, was not about the usual 
suspects (ushering, worship etc.) 
but rather, it was ‘mission’ in its 
highest sense — that of the Great 
Commission variety. Horrified that 
I was in the ‘wrong’ course (I have 
been only on an 11-day exposure 
trip to South Asia to date), I 
struggled with the desire to quit. 

Yet, wanting to show that I was the 
‘good Christian’ who wears 
commitment as a virtue, I decided 
to continue. More ‘horrors’ awaited 
me, chief of which was the weekly 
requirement to dutifully complete 
the particular assignment and read 
the ‘Reader’ (Kairos’ most 
ingeniously named textbook) 
though, curiously, I kept hearing 
that the reader (i.e. the human) had 
to ask God repeatedly for divine 
grace to fulfill this obligation 
(perhaps one intention of the 
coordinators?). 

Seriously, I 
must say that 
I have truly 
been blessed 
in these eight 
weeks. While 
the majority of 
the concepts 
are not new, a 
significant 
feature of 
Kairos is its 
success in 
opening my 
eyes to the 

tremendous scope of the 
challenges that missionaries, past 
and present, have had to confront 
as they obeyed God’s call to bring 
His light to darkened places. In an 
age of utter self-indulgence, their 
painful sacrifices drove me to 
scrutinize my life and priorities. 

“Have I been giving enough to 
missions financially or have I spent 
foolishly on some carnal 
pleasures?” “When was the last 
time I prayed for a missionary or 
expressed any encouragement?” 
“Do I really share God’s desire to 

take His message to all nations?” 
Questions like these hovered in my 
mind and glaring shortfalls were 
revealed to me, which I prayed that 
I would be able to correct in the 
years to come and not relinquish 
them to the common fate of New 
Year resolutions. 

Moreover, I chuckled at the fact 
that the dynamics of long-term 
missions actually bear striking 
resemblance to those of a military 
campaign though I ought not to 
have been surprised given that 
both are essentially warfare. You 
see, Kairos teaches subjects 
ranging from rallying Christians to 
be involved in missions 
(‘recruitment’), setting the right 
mission goals (‘targets’), employing 
the most appropriate strategy to 
‘conquer’ a particular people group 
(‘training and using the right 
ammunition’), recognizing the 
utmost importance of prayer (‘most 
lethal weapon of mass 
destruction’), planning church 
planting movements (‘securing and 
propagating the victory’) and 
building a worldwide Christian team 
(‘a coalition of like-minded allies’). 

This, then, is a summary of my 
experience of stumbling into and 
participating in Kairos. Oh, in case 
you are wondering, ‘Kairos’ is a 
Greek word for ‘a season or a time 
of opportunity’. More specifically, in 
the Biblical context, it is a special 
period of time which forces us to 
focus upon priorities and 
challenges us to make decisions. 
So, Kairos for you? Anyone?

The writer is from Wesley Methodist 
Church.
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Praise and worship!
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Ever wanted to go for missions but 
don’t know where to start? You 
may want to start with Kairos, a 
condensed course on world 
missions! 

Reading is definitely a virtue! If you 
haven’t already found out how 
important it is, this course will help 
you. Each participant is given a 
book of readings, which contains 
interesting articles about the 

history, the importance and the 
workings of missions. Don’t worry 
if you find it too rigorous to digest 
everything at once as the 
facilitators give a great succinct 
brief of each section.

Some of the great Kairos moments 
occur in the Growth Point groups. 
During this time, everyone has a 
chance to share about what they 
have learnt from the readings and 
sessions in the previous week. It is 
a moment of revealing some of the 

honest thoughts and challenges 
we face as we encounter new 
truths. Some of us come from 
churches saturated with exposure 
to missions while others are just 
starting out on the journey. It is 
amazing to see where God is 
taking all of us at different paces 
and stages.

May God help us to change and 
have the courage to step forward 
in faith into missions with deeper 
commitment and stronger passion!

About Kairos

Kairos is a dynamic course where you'll discover what 
God is doing around the world, in fulfillment of His global 
purpose. It is designed to educate and mobilize 
Christians and local churches into strategic, 21st century, 
world Christian mission.  Find out more at http://
www.kairoscoursesingapore.org/

The next Kairos course will run every Tuesday from 3 
July to 28 August from 7.30pm to 9.30pm, and end with 
a full-day session on 1 September (Sat). Venue is Jurong 
Christian Church. To sign up, please email Jean Wong at 
springrain52@yahoo.com.sg

Anticlockwise from top: Growth Point 
Discussion, Preparing for war, Cross-cultural 
communication, Lectures change thinking



Recently, The Straits Times 
reported that Minister Mentor Lee 
said he saw “no option”  for 
Singapore but to decriminalize 
homosexuality , especially if it 
wants to foster creativity and 
become more cosmopolitan. He 
mentioned that homosexuality 
could be a genetic variation and 
hence there might not be any 
reason for criminalizing it (see 
below section on myths about 
homosexuality). This sparked off a 
heated exchange among members 
of the public in the Forum pages.  

As background, in November last 
year, The Ministry of Home Affairs 
had proposed amending Section 
377 of the Penal Code to 
decriminalize anal and oral sex if 
done in private between a 
consenting adult heterosexual 
couple, but not for homosexuals. 
There is also no proposal to amend 
Section 377A which makes acts of 
gross indecency between men an 
offence. However, some 
homosexual advocacy groups in 
Singapore have argued very 
strongly to the public and the 
government that both Section 377 
and Section 377A should be 
repealed i.e. cancelled completely. 
Effectively, they want the 
government to legalize 
homosexuality.

As Christians, how should 
we respond to 
homosexuality?

We are called to be Christ-like in an 
ungodly world. And Christ was “full 
of grace and truth”; He was full of 

love, mercy and gentleness, but He 
never compromised the truth. Here 
are some suggestions on the 
church’s response to 
homosexuality, mainly adapted 
from the booklet entitled How 
Should We Respond? by Focus on 
the Family:

1. Accept  that the Word of God 
clearly teaches that 
homosexuality is sin, and take 
our stand publicly if asked. 

2. Repent  of our own sins and 
recommit to biblical standards 
of holiness, so that we can 
regain our position of moral 
authority and influence in a 
fallen culture.  

3. Establish  a climate of honesty 
and accountability in church, 
where those who face 
temptation can ask for help, to 
be prayed with, held 
accountable and healed.

4. Care for people and their 
redemption rather than wanting 
to see their destruction. 
Following Christ’s example 
when He was on earth, we 
should love, serve and relate to 
people without legitimizing sin. 
Minister to and help those who 
repent to do what is right.

5. Pray for homosexuals and for 
Singapore’s leaders – “for kings 
and all those in authority, that 
we may live peaceful and quiet 
lives in all godliness and 
holiness.” (1 Timothy 2:2)

On a one-to-one level, if someone 
you know (or even yourself) is 
struggling with homosexual 
thoughts or behaviour, do seek out 
the many helpful resources and 

books around. Besides How 
Should We Respond?, Focus on 
the Family has another booklet 
Straight Talk – the Myths and Facts 
about Homosexuality. Through 
careful research into the literature 
on homosexuality, Straight Talk
debunks many of the myths which 
have been perpetuated and which 
are sometimes used to support 
homosexuality. Straight Talk
reports that even some individuals 
who identify themselves as gay 
agree that the myths are untrue.  
These include the following:

1. Myth:  10% of the population is 
homosexual.
Fact:  Only 1% to 3% of the 
population is homosexual.

2. Myth:  Homosexuals are born 
that way.
Fact:  There is no evidence to 
support the claim that a person 
can be born homosexual.

3. Myth:  Homosexual 
relationships are no different 
than heterosexual ones.
Fact:  Homosexual male 
relationships are rarely 
monogamous and those 
involved are more at risk for 
life-threatening illnesses.

4. Myth:  Homosexuality is 
unchangeable.
Fact:  There is freedom from 
homosexuality.

Straight Talk also has a short 
section on how you can help 
someone struggling with 
homosexuality in practical ways. 

Both booklets can be found in the 
LCOR library. Contact the 
Singapore office of Focus on the 
Family at 6336 1444 or 
focus@family.org.sg for additional 
copies.    
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Why care about the Penal 
Code amendments?

The ongoing gay debate is a very 
important issue that has far-
reaching implications for our 
nation, our communities, our 
homes and future generations to 
come. In Canada, US, UK and 
other western countries, there are 
laws or proposed laws 
criminalizing any negative public 
comment against homosexuality, 
allowing same sex marriages and 
adoption, providing protection to 
homosexuals from being denied 
goods, facilities and services 
(which could force churches to 
marry same sex couples), and 
making it compulsory to teach 
homosexual practices to children in 
all schools. Repealing the above 
legal provisions could be 
Singapore’s first step down the 
same path, where potentially 
homosexual rights may even 
prevail against any other rights.  

Our government’s approach on 
public morality is based on the 
weight of public opinion. Hence, if 
most people express concerns 
about homosexual behaviour, then 
the government is less likely to 
legalise homosexuality. On the 
other hand, if those who have 
concerns do not speak up, the 
government may think that the 
public is indifferent or is in favour of 
homosexuality. In that case, 
judging by MM Lee’s comments, it 
may not be long before Singapore 
starts to follow the practices of 
those western countries.

What can you do?

Parliament will be debating the 
subject very soon.  You can give

 the government your feedback in 3 easy steps:

1. Go to http://www.reach.gov.sg
2. Click on “Something to Say?” (circled below). 

 

3. Fill in the subject line as “Penal Code Amendment”.  Under 
“Feedback Content”, you could write your thoughts and feelings 
about the issue.  It could be something as short and simple as, “I 
would like to state that I’m against passing laws to allow same sex 
marriages or homosexual practices”, or “I don’t hate homosexuals, 
but I don’t believe their lifestyle is good for the future of our country”, 
or “Please don’t allow our country to be influenced by a very small 
minority who do not share the majority’s family and religious values.  
Please make the responsible and careful decision not to legalize 
homosexuality.”        - Every voice counts.



I have often wondered how authors 
formed their ideas and worldviews, 
based on which they write their 
many insights and lessons about 
life. For some authors, I believe 
that they experienced and lived out 
the same lessons and insights that 
they write about. For others, it 
could be the environment and the 
perspectives of other people or 
books that bring about moments of 
epiphany, touching and spurring 
them to record these inspirations 
for others to learn from. The book 
Soul Survivor by Philip Yancey is in 
the latter category.

For those who have not read Philip 
Yancey’s books, a bit of 
background on his life might be 
helpful. He is an American who 
grew up in the “Bible belt” (South 
and Midwest parts of USA) during 
the 1960s.  That was the period of 
the African-American civil rights 
movement led by Martin Luther 
King, Jr. When Yancey was 
growing up, he witnessed the 
church’s racism and bigotry 
against blacks, who were at that 
time still not considered as equal 
citizens to the whites in America. 
Having grown up in so-called white 
churches of various denominations 
in that era, he carried a lot of 
emotional baggage about the love 
of Christ and the church 
community’s exclusion of people 
different from themselves. Thus, 
for a time, he felt very repulsed by 
the idea of the church and the God 
behind it. But after reading the 
works of thirteen authors, all of 
whom had different views of 
Christianity, he came to have a 

deeper understanding of God’s 
nature and that the church stands 
as only an incomplete reflection of 
His true nature. The thirteen 
authors that formed Yancey’s 
paradigm are Martin Luther King, 
Jr., G.K. Chesterton, Dr Paul 
Brand, Dr Robert Coles, Russian 
authors Leo Tolstoy and Fyodor 
Dostoevsky, Mahatma Gandhi, Dr 
Everett Koop, John Donne, Anne 
Dillard, Frederick Buechner, 
Shusaku Endo and Henri Nouwen. 
Soul Survivor profiles these 
individuals who, Yancey says, 
have “helped restore to me the 
mislaid treasures of God."

I would like to share from Yancey’s 
writings in Soul Survivor on the 
works of Frederick Buechner. I 
particularly liked his title for this 
section of the book, “Whispers 
from the Wing”. In a stage play, 
actors get instructions, guidance or 
even encouragement from the side 
stage or the wings of the stage. As 
Christians living in this world, God, 
too, whispers His grace to us, often 
in ordinary settings and 
circumstances. For example, the 
grace that God gives me as I come 
home from a tiring day at work is to 
find my bed or my chair, and some 
tranquility so I can rest. These 
everyday objects that give me rest 
can be a whisper of grace from 
God. As Yancey shared about his 
personal acquaintance with 
Buechner, glimpses of Buechner’s 
inner life emerged. In pages 259-
267, there are many quotes about 
how he views faith, life, God’s 
grace, Christians and the life of a 
Christian. From these glimpses, I, 
though not a writer myself, am 

greatly encouraged by the trust 
Buechner places upon God in spite 
of all that he sees in the world 
today. 

To end this review, I will quote from 
the preface of Soul Survivor,
“... surface two questions: Who am 
I? and Who do I want to be? … 
These two questions have caused 
me much soul-searching… as seen 
through a filter of thirteen people 
who have affected me most, I gain 
a glimpse of who I want to be 
through these same people. I covet 
for everyone the experience I have 
in writing this book… We are not 
alone as we ask these questions – 
that, too, a truth…” 
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Global Day of Prayer (GDOP) 2007  is coming! It is a divine call for a nation-wide gathering of Christians 
for united prayer and repentance on Pentecost Sunday (following ten days of constant p rayer starting 
on 17 May 2007).  It is also a day for all believers in Singapore to come together to exalt Him as Lord over 
all, to put our trust in Him and to intercede for ourselves, Church and nation. On that day, we in Singapore 
will be joining more than 200 million Christians around the world to gather in repentance and intercede for 
the healing of our respective nations (2 Chronicles 7:14) and for God's glory to be revealed in all the world 
in accordance to Habakkuk 2:14: "For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of  the glory of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea" . Visit our local GDOP website www.prayforsingapore.org.sg to get 
more information and the ten-day Prayer Guide.



The Devotion Clinic was held over 
six weeks recently, with the aim of 
helping members improve their 
quiet time/devotion with God.  Hear 
what those who went through the 
first run of the Clinic have to say, 
and be encouraged to sign up too!

Alan:  “We all know the importance 
of reading and meditating on 
Scripture. However, most of us do 
not have a daily, sustained practice 
of doing so. The purpose of the 
Devotion Clinic is to teach 
techniques and build the habit of 
entering into intimate fellowship 
with God. Listening to worship 
music can quieten our hearts and 
attune us to God.  That can be 
followed by praying, reading the 
Bible, memorizing Bible verses, 
listening to God, as well as 
journaling insights from God.” 

Hock Bee (Instructor):  “It was a 
delight sharing about what quiet 
time really entails and my own 
encounter with the Lord during 
these precious moments. Seeing 
the participants’ daily struggles and 
their increasing joy and delight in 
their times with God over the six 
weeks added to my own joy. I really 
believe the course is for all who are 
serious seekers of God regardless 
of how long one has been a 
believer. I first went through such a 
course 13 years after I came to the 
Lord and it became a major turning 
point in my faith journey.” 

Swee Kin : “My quiet time was 
erratic and irregular, hence 
affecting my walk with God. But 
after attending the Devotion Clinic, 
it has become more regular and 
in-depth. I learnt to ‘practise being 
in the presence of God’ wherever I 

am, whatever I am doing. My walk 
with God is improving and I find 
myself dwelling more on God these 
days. So if you are feeling burnout, 
losing your zeal in your ministry or 
are irregular in your quiet time, why 
not register for the next Devotion 
Clinic? Just invest about 1.5 hours 
over several Sundays with 
‘Doctors’ Soon Hock Bee and 
Chong Siew Lee, and you will 
regret not having signed up earlier. 
Still apprehensive? Talk to the last 
batch of participants – they will 
attest to their tremendous gains 
from the clinic. And all 
consultations, therapies, 
‘medications’ (meditations) are 
free! So tarry no more, sign up and 
be on your way to the pink of 
health!”

Amelia:  “Devotion Clinic has 
helped to deepen the quality of my 
quiet time with the Lord. Before, I 
used to feel guilty about missing 
quiet time, but I have learnt that it’s 
not about the ‘doing’ of reading 
God's word, but it’s about coming 
to meet my Creator, Father and 
Friend. Even though the Clinic has 
ended, the journey of developing 
my relationship with Jesus has not. 
I still struggle with meeting God 
consistently (which requires me to 
wake up on time!). But once you 
experience the sweetness of His 
word, rest and friendship in that 
intimate moment, you're 
encouraged to keep pressing on!”

Fu Yong:  “In the Devotion Clinic, I 
learned that to build and cultivate 
our personal relationship with the 
Lord Jesus is the most important 
thing and the basic principle in 
Christianity. All the other things 
should be the fruits of this 

relationship. Also, I learnt that 
starting quiet time with worship 
music can help to still my heart and 
prepare myself to enjoy the time 
with God. Meditation of God’s word 
is another important discipline as it 
helps the word enter into our hearts 
from our minds, which will keep us 
strong especially in times of 
tribulation or temptation.”

Siew Lee (Instructor):  "I am very 
grateful to Hock Bee who guided 
me a great deal on how I should go 
about conducting the Devotion 
Clinic. He also provided me with 
relevant materials that I taught 
during the sessions. I had 
developed a spiritual bond with my 
Clinic members week after week 
during their sharing – being with 
them in their joy, pain and 
struggles. And alas, my greatest 
fear was, "what if they stopped their 
quiet time with God after the 
Devotion Clinic?"  So I want them 
to know that I'll convert my worrying 
into prayer for each one of them – 
that they will continue spending 
time with God daily and enter into 
an intimate relationship with God 
without fear, trusting that they will 
receive love and always more love 
from God. Thank you, Hoong Wei, 
Florence, Jonathan, Marcus, Sean, 
Adeline, Elaine and Bernice, for 
being such a faithful bunch each 
week!"     

Jonathan:  "I have learnt in the 
Devotion Clinic that it takes a lot of 
discipline to spend time with God, 
as devotion is not only about 
reading the Bible. However, I also 
learnt the importance of spending 
quality time with God in order to 
grow spiritually. I have benefited 
from the sharing during our clinics 
and realised how God can be so 
real in our lives. Thanks, Auntie 
Siew Lee."  
(continued on page 14) 
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I love liturgy, and I love tradition. In 
their predictability and established 
history, I find a steady rhythm that 
provides a sense of security. In 
their order, I feel quieted and 
stilled, and part of a greater whole. 
In the age of the ancient hymns, I 
hear ancient chord progressions 
that harmonise today just as well 
as they did a century ago. There is 
something about liturgy and 
tradition that anchor my being in 
the ancient truths of Christianity, 
beyond the now.

And yet, beyond that appearance 
of quietness and restraint, soul-
deep passion runs through every 
liturgical worship service, the way 
blood vessels give life to every 
living cell. The ageless Lord of love 
meets his worshippers in moments 
of contemplation and meditation 
today, awakening zeal in hardened 
hearts. In the same way, He met 
with the ancient hymn writers in 
their everyday lives, and inspired 
them to pen those words that ring 
through our sanctuary every 
Sunday morning. The sleepy in 
faith cannot sing with honesty the 
words of George Matheson, who 
had gone blind while studying for 
the ministry and known 
abandonment by loved ones and 
family as a result, “O Love, that wilt 
not let me go, I rest my weary soul 
in thee, I give thee back the life I 
owe, that in thine ocean depths its 
flow, may richer, fuller be.”

As I feel for liturgical worship 
services, so do I feel for dance. 
Many associate dance, first of all, 
with spontaneity and freedom - of 
what relation to liturgical worship 

services? And yet, dance is 
ancient. In Biblical times, King 
David found the expression of his 
joy in dance after God helped him 
gain success in battle. The 
Psalmist also commands that God 
be praised through the dance. Not 
only do cultures the world over 
have unique spoken languages, in 
dance, too, do they have unique 
body languages that nonetheless 
share certain common 
characteristics - in dance, joy is 
expressed, through dance, that 
which is worth celebrating is 
celebrated. The tambourine, too, is 
ancient. And yet, ancient as the 
tambourine and dance are, and 
ancient as the liturgical worship 
service is, in both do worshippers 
experience deep communion with 
the living God.

Dance is often thought to be an 
expression of deep feeling. Yet, 
this deep feeling is often 
constrained within choreography. 
What appears to the observer’s 
eye as a series of spontaneous 
and fluid movements is often to the 
dancer a strict adherence to pre-
choreographed movements, 
strictly set to rhythm, and learnt 
down to a pat, from which foot 
one’s weight should be on, to the 
tilt of the head. Even in the truly 
spontaneous dance, body posture 
has to be held in a certain way, 
muscles have to be stretched in a 
certain way. The discipline in 
dance can be likened to the order 
within a liturgical worship service.

And just like in a liturgical worship 
service, each choreographed 
movement is an expression of the 

heart representing a statement of 
gratitude, praise, worship, or 
prayer. Each of the choreographed 
‘patterns’, as we call them, are 
based on a Bible verse, and the 
choreographer’s interpretation of 
the verse in body language. As the 
dancer’s body goes through the 
motions of the patterns, our hearts 
and minds contemplate and 
meditate on the meaning of the 
Bible verses we are declaring with 
our bodies, souls, and spirits  we 
pray in body language. 

As I sit in a liturgical worship 
service, my heart and soul dance to 
the strains of ancient tunes. As long 
as I can, let my body do so too. 

… All that is within me, bless His 
holy name!  (Psalm 103:1 NKJV)
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Our cell group was formed in 2005, 
when a couple of us boys in church 
were enlisted. At present, there are 
six of us in the cell – Hoong Wei, 
Justin, Vincent, Wei Hao, Sean and 
myself. 

We do not yet have an official 
name for our cell group, so for now 
we are sticking with “NS Boys”. If 
you have any suggestions for a 
macho and manly name for our cell 
group, please feel free to share 
with us!

We meet every Sunday afternoon 
after service, as it is difficult to meet 
during the week, due to the fact 
that some of our members are 
required to stay in camp on 
weekdays. We thank God for 
weekend book-outs that allow us to 
get together as a cell group and 
fellowship!

When we meet, we would usually 
do a round of sharing and 
discussion about the sermon that 
the pastor had preached that 
particular week. The atmosphere in 
our cell is relaxed, and that is what 
I like about it! We have covered 
many interesting topics in cell, 

such as computer games and their 
effects.

This group can be considered a 
men’s fellowship group, because 
we are able to share about the 
problems that we as males face in 
this real world. NS is truly a 
challenging time for all of us and 
we face our own set of difficulties in 
our various vocations. Thus, I am 
glad that I have a group of friends 
whom I can relate to and run to 
whenever I feel stressed or have 
problems. 

All of us will finish serving our two-
year National Service in a few more 
months, and then we will enter the 
workforce or continue with tertiary 
education. Still, I believe we will 
remain good friends and brothers 
as we continue to serve each other 
and the church. We hope to be a 
blessing to both our friends in camp 
as well as in LCOR. So, the next 
time you bump into any one of us 
NS Boys, remember to say hi!
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From left: Hoong Wei (Cell Leader), 
Wei Hao, Justin, Vincent, Sean, 
Jonathan

(continued from page 12)

Sean:  "Thank you, Auntie Siew 
Lee, for leading the Devotion 
Clinic. These six weeks have 
indeed taught me much. To be 
honest, I didn't do quiet time in the 
past but during this period, 
because I had to, I did it and it was 
very good. I learnt that the Lord 
loves us and wants us to spend 
time with Him." 
 
Marcus:  "The Devotion Clinic 
made me accountable to myself, 
the people in the class and more 
importantly, God. Many times we 
are nonchalant and almost 
apathetic towards what God has to 
say. The Devotion Clinic forced me 
to sit down and consider God's 
message for me. It has greatly 
enriched my days with strength and 
determination in God's word. I wish 
to thank the wonderful teacher we 
had!" 
 
Adeline:  "The six weeks have 
really been very helpful, not only 
did I draw closer to God, it made 
me want to know Him even better. 
Devotion Clinic has taught me how 
to be still and truly enjoy our 
Heavenly Father's company. Mere 
words cannot describe the joy, 
peace, and ‘that feeling’ one gets 
when spending quality time with 
God. Thanks, Auntie Siew Lee." 
 
Elaine:  "Thanks for conducting the 
Devotion Clinic for us, Auntie Siew 
Lee. I learnt so much from you! I 
realized that devotion is not only 
about reading the Bible and 
praying! It involves every part of us 
- our mind, our heart!" 

Bernice: "This Devotion Clinic 
makes me know God a little bit 
more, love myself and share with 
others.”
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(continued from page 2)

on the threshing floor that 
belonged to two brothers. Although 
the brothers lived in separate 
houses, they were closely knit. The 
older brother Ornan had a large 
family, while the younger brother 
Araunah had fewer members in his 
family. The threshing floors of both 
brothers were joined together. 
During harvest time, Araunah 
thought that since he had fewer 
family members, he should give 
some of his harvest to his brother. 
Hence he brought some wheat to 
his brother’s place when it was late 
in the night. Meanwhile, Ornan 
thought that although Araunah had 
fewer family members than him, 
Araunah was younger. And since 
God had blessed the harvest 
abundantly, Ornan felt compelled 
to give some of his harvest to 
Araunah. Hence, Ornan also 
brought some of his harvest to 
Araunah’s place.

The next day, the two brothers 
went to their threshing floors, and 
saw that the wheat on the floor was 
not any less than the night before! 
Both were surprised, and did not 
know what had happened. Again 
that night, the two brothers brought 
to each other some of their harvest. 
This carried on for a few days, until 
one night, the two brothers met 
each other on their way to the 
other’s threshing floor. When they 
explained to each other the reason 
for giving wheat to the other, both 
were so touched that tears flowed 
unceasingly from their eyes. Later, 
when King David wanted to build 
an altar to the Lord, he chose the 
threshing floor of both brothers. 
This was the famous threshing 
floor of Araunah the Jebusite (1 
Chronicles 21:18). Therefore, Paul 
wrote in his letter to the Ephesians 
that the corporate body should be 

built based on the love for one 
another: “From him the whole 
body, joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, grows 
and builds itself up in love, as each 
part does its work” (Ephesians 
4:16).

We all know the Lord’s intent, but 
how can we love one another? 
Here are some suggestions that I 
believe work:

First, we should base our ideas of 
loving one another on what Jesus 
had commanded. Jesus said, “as I 
have loved you, so you must love 
one another.” We must love one 
another just like the way Jesus 
loves us. We have experienced the 
love of Jesus in our lives. God’s 
love is selfless and knows no 
boundaries. It is self-initiated, and 
is limitless in extent. Our love for 
each other should also be the 
same. But are we able to do this in 
reality? Do we love our brothers 
and sisters with the love of Jesus?  
No, more often than not, we are 
waiting for love to come to us.

Secondly, do not forget that the act 
of loving each other is mutual. It 
means every brother and sister 
should love the other brothers and 
sisters in Christ. Many times we 
may blame our brothers and sisters 
for not loving others, when we 
ourselves are actually waiting for 
love to come to us from our 
brothers and sisters. Church, this is 
not “loving one another”. We 
should ask ourselves whether we 
love other Christians in the first 
place. If we long for the love of 
fellow Christians, then we should 
ask whether we have loved other 
Christians, and ask God for His 
grace and mercy to help us see the 
lack of love in ourselves first.

Thirdly, we should view love for 
each other as a debt. Paul said, 
“Let no debt remain outstanding, 
except the continuing debt to love 
one another” (Romans 13:8). 
Because we cannot love others like 
the way Jesus does, we should 
therefore feel that we owe a debt of 
love to our fellow Christians, one 
that we can never pay off. Church, 
we can never clear the debt of 
loving each other. Our love cannot 
reach the level that Jesus has, no 
matter how much we try, we can 
never achieve that.

Lastly, we should love each other 
through practical actions, and 
provide for the needs of our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 
James said, “What good is it, my 
brothers, if a man claims to have 
faith but has no deeds? Can such 
faith save him? Suppose a brother 
or sister is without clothes and daily 
food. If one of you says to him, ‘Go, 
I wish you well; keep warm and well 
fed,’ but does nothing about his 
physical needs, what good is it? In 
the same way, faith by itself, if it is 
not accompanied by action, is 
dead” (James 2:14-17). Brothers 
and sisters, love for one another 
has to be authentic, and has to be 
accompanied by practical actions. 
Words without actions will not do. 
We should love not just with the 
words of our mouths, but with 
actions and honesty. God set for us 
the best example in love, 
manifested in outward actions, 
which is giving us His one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish but have eternal life 
(John 3:16).

Dear brothers and sisters, let us 
obey the Lord’s command, and 
love one another, with practical 
actions to show our love!
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Church Council Members

Chairman: Mr. Soon Hock Bee
V-Chairman: Mr. Chong Chee Meng
Secretary: Ms. Joan Lee
Asst Secretary: Mr. Edwin Tay
Treasurer: Mr. Yap Wai Meng
Members: Rev. Nick Singh
  Rev. Jimmy Khoo
  Rev. Lu Guan Hoe 
  Ps. Eric Chan
  Mdm. Lee Jean Chew
  Mdm. Martha Lu
  Mdm. Agnes Loo 
  Mdm. Koh Shaw Keng
  Mr. Oliver Chew
  Mr. Stephen Lau
  Mr. Goh Wooi Boon
  Mr. Edwin Raj  

Sunday Worship Services

8:00 am Tamil Service

8:30 am Liturgical English Service

10:30 am  Chinese Service

11:00 am  Contemporary English Service

12:30 pm Mandarin Youth Service

2:30 pm  Hokkien/Cantonese Service
 (3rd Saturday of the month)

Christian Education Sessions

10-11 am Christian Education Hour

10-11 am Confirmation Class

Baptism classes conducted on an ad-hoc 

basis. Check with pastors for details.
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Jewish Olympic Swimmer


